312 Percival Avenue 
Kensington Congregational Church 
1774 


3" Meetinghouse 


Greek revival 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the 
Connecticut State Library Digital Collection. Slide # 031 

1774 Kensington Congregational Church. Wood 
building, peak roof, end brick chimney, two stories and a half, 7 
windows across old front which faced east 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 140 


1774 Kensington Congregational Church 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sierdd 


1774 Kensington Congregational Church 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The Second Church of Farmington was gathered in 
December 1712, in what is now the Town of Berlin. The 
first meeting house was located on the road that came 
to be named Christian Lane. (See Christian Lane) The 
congregation was officially given the name of 
Kensington in 1722. A new and larger meeting house 
was built about 1733 a mile south of the first meeting 
house (corner Farmington Avenue and Porters Pass). 
The congregational society was dived in 1754 with the 
creation of a new society in New Britain. The original 
society again divided between east and west sections in 1772. The west section retained the name of 
Kensington. The east section became known as Worthington (see Worthington Ridge). The Kensington 
congregation built the third meeting house and dedicated it on December 1, 1774. The three 
communities of Kensington, New Britain, and Worthington joined in 1785 to incorporate the Town of 
Berlin. In 1850 New Britain separated to form its own town. 
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URROUNDING 


O Scattered buildings visible from site 


In mixed neighborhood of 19th- and 20th-century houses, near the 
intersection of Robbins and Percival. 


' Ido 
17. OTH NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


The facade of the Kensington Congregational Church is divided into 
three large bays and has a central entry. The entry features double 
Victorian heavy paneled door, plain pilasters with molded caps, and 

a lintel with a wide plain entablature with a central molding and a 
molded cap. Beaded corner boards are intact. Windows are fitted with 
old c. 1840 6-over-6 sash. The molded main roof cornice shows a full 
return across the flush-boarded tympanum. A central ocular attic 
window is glazed to suggest lines of latitude and longitude; a 1902 
photograph shows a rectangular louver. The belfry is small and short 
and rests on a rectangular base. It has rectangular louvers, plain 
pilasters, an entablature similar to that on the entry lintel, and a 
crenelated balustrade. The right elevation has a side entry with a 
pedimented Victorian shelter on Square chamfered posts. The (coninued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


BUILDER 


1S HisTOR AT URAL IMPO 


Both this church and the Second Congregational church on Worthington 
Ridge have their origin in the rather unfortunately named "Great 
Swamp Society," which was separated from Farmington in 1707 (the name 
was changed to Kensington Society in 1722). The first meetinghouse 
of the new Society was built about 1713 in the Christian Lane area; 
a second in 1733 near the present Berlin Depot. When this structure 
fell into disrepair, there were years of bitter dispute over the 
location of a third structure; finally the problem was resolved in 
1772 by splitting Kensington into two societies: Kensington and 
Worthington. Using some timbers and material from the old meeting- 
house, both societies completed new structures in 1774. 


1 Lo 


SIGNIFICANCE 


( In addition to more than two centuries as a prominent community insti- 
tution, the Kensington Congregational Church is architecturally signi- 
ficant as a well-preserved example of early Connecticut (continued) 


J. Frederick Kelley, Early Meetinghouses of Connecticut, pp. 242-6. 
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Kensington Congregational Church 


17. (continued) : 


gable peak of the shelter has decorative shingles in a truncated- 
sawtooth design; the entry door is similar to those on the front. 
The left elevation has seven window bays; side elevation windows 
have plain board surrounds; second floor windows are fitted into 
the frieze of the roof cornice. To the rear is a Victorian cross- 
gable addition. 


19. (continued) : 


meetinghouse architecture. Only about two dozen 18th-century 
meetinghouses remain standing. The simple rectangular form and much 
of the original fabric of the .1774 structure (including the clap- 
boards and window frames) are retained. The belfry, trabeated entry, 
and flushboarded tympanum show the popularity of the Greek Revival 
style during an 1837 renovation. The 6-over-6 sash, with their over- 
sized panes, are probably of the same period. 


The Kensington Congregational Church is one of a pair of churches built 
when the Kensington and Worthington Parishes split apart. It is the 
oldest church in town in continuous use. 


